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CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — “REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION OF 
ALLEGED PUBLIC SECTOR MISCONDUCT IN CONNECTION WITH THE ACTIVITIES OF 

LOBBYISTS AND OTHER PERSONS — A MINISTERIAL DECISION IN RELATION TO 
APPLICATIONS FOR A MINING TENEMENT AT YEELIRRIE” 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [3.44 pm] — without notice: I move —  

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith — 

That the Corruption and Crime Commission “Report on the Investigation of Alleged Public 
Sector Misconduct in Connection with the Activities of Lobbyists and Other Persons: A 
Ministerial Decision in Relation to Applications for a Mining Tenement at Yeelirrie”, tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Monday, 16 November 2009, be referred to the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee for consideration as to what action, if any, can be taken by the house in 
relation to the report. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [3.45 pm]: The opposition is agreeable to the suspension. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Referral to Procedure and Privileges Committee 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [3.45 pm]: I move — 

That the Corruption and Crime Commission “Report on the Investigation of Alleged Public Sector 
Misconduct in Connection with the Activities of Lobbyists and Other Persons: A Ministerial Decision 
in Relation to Applications for a Mining Tenement at Yeelirrie”, tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 
Monday, 16 November 2009, be referred to the Procedure and Privileges Committee for consideration 
as to what action, if any, can be taken by the house in relation to the report. 

As members would be aware, the Corruption and Crime Commission has made a finding of serious misconduct 
against John Bowler, the member for Kalgoorlie. The CCC recommended that Mr Bowler not be charged with 
corruption. The government believes that it is appropriate that this matter, regarding a member of this house, be 
considered further by this house. The appropriate body to consider the CCC report is the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee, which should make any recommendations on what further action, if any, may be 
necessary. I hope that members on both sides of the house agree to this motion. The Procedure and Privileges 
Committee should inquire into that report and report back to the house, should any further action need to be 
taken. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [3.46 pm]: It would be wrong to pre-empt the 
deliberations of the Procedure and Privileges Committee by making observations on the substance and merits of 
the issue that is before the house. Suffice it for me to say that the state Parliamentary Labor Party supports this 
motion. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [3.47 pm]: As the person involved, I support this motion. It will give me 
the chance to put my opinion on the CCC’s finding. I want to put two caveats on that support. One refers to what 
I believe were unintended and unfortunate comments by the Premier in yesterday’s press, when he may have 
unintentionally conveyed a belief that the findings of the committee would be one way, and that any subsequent 
actions by the committee would be in only one direction. The other caveat I put on my support of this motion is 
to express my extreme disappointment at the failure of the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission to find out who leaked the draft report on this matter. As a former journalist, I am aware that the 
integrity of the journalist’s source of information must be protected; however, I felt that my own integrity and 
that of my lawyer could have been upheld without disclosure of the name of the individual who passed the draft 
to The Sunday Times, and I express my disappointment here in the house. 

Question put and passed. 
 


